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your Lordſhip's Character, and too much 
revere the high Offiee with which you are in- 


4 


this Sort, did I not think what I am going to ſay, 
may be of Service to the Public, of Service to Re- 


ligion, and every ſocial Virtue. The Zeal you 


have ſhewn for the Suppreſſion of Vice, in your 


excellent Letter to the Clergy and Inhabitants of 


the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, who are 


peculiarly under your Care, and the earneſt Warmth 


with which you expreſs your Deſires for their 
Reformation, may be a ſufficient Juſtification of 
my Prudence in making Choice of your Lordſhip, 


as the propereſt Perſon to whom I could: 3 
the following Obſervations; ſince that Piety, that 


Regard for the Flock entruſted to your Care, which 


you have ſo lately ſhewn, will doubtleſs make you 
rejoice at finding that it is in your Power to prevent 
the Progreſs of ſome of the Evils, of which you ſo 


Juſtly. complains, 1 it is in Jour Power: to put a 
b 1 4 10 28. . 0. 5 « Stop 5 


Fae 


; veſted, to trouble you with any Addreſs of 


.— — 
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[2 
Stop to ſome Incentives. to Vice, that exceed almoſt 
every Thing you have mention'd. . : 
It may be aſked, What have I to do with the 
Vices of a Nation, to which I am almoſt a Stranger ? 
But when Reformation is the Caſe in Queſtion, needs 
there the inſpiring Motive, that it is our Country, 
our native Country, that we would ſave from Per- 
dition? No, my Lord, every Man ought from his 
very Nature to have Concern for the Virtues and 
Vices of Man, and when it is in our Power to do 
ſomething towards the Improvement of the one, or 
the Suppreſſion of the other, all the Niſtinctions of 
Nations and Countries ſhould be loſt. We ſhould 
here have a Regard for a Man becauſe he is a Man; 
It this Motive is not of itſelf ſufficient -to. make us | 
attempt to reform Tartary or Japan, when the „ 
Reformation is in our Power, we neither deſerve | 
the Name of Chriſtians, nor of Men. | 5 
Methinks, I am now- undeſignedly paying my |} 
Court to your Lordſhip's Humanity. But I have FO 
other Motives to induce me to this Attempt, I am Y ' 
grown fond of England, I am pleaſed with the Y 
Country, the Climate and the People: I conſider 
England as the Seat of Liberty, the Reſtorer of 
Learning, and as having produced ſuch Geniuſes as 
have raiſed the Admiration of the World; and tho' 
England has its Vices, (and what Nation. is there 
that has not) yet it has its Virtues too, and to do 
the Inhabitants of this Country Juſtice, they are, 
as a. People, as much diſtinguiſhed: for theſe: as 
any other European Nation. Let me then be 
conſider'd as an impartial Spectator, as one Who 
approves their Virtues and is concern d for their 
, 8 Vices. 2 
. Upon my Giſt Arrival in Landes en lead! by RI 
Curioſity. cuſtomary: with all Strangers, to ſeeevery | 
Thing which was ſaid to be worthy of Notice. The | 
Tower, my Logs, Was One of "hs firſt Places K | 
whic 


"© 


Which 1 paid a Viſit: I was honoured with the Com- 


any of a very, worthy Gentleman, a Widow Gen- 


tlewoman and her Daughter a young Lady of about 
| Fifteen Years Old. We had finiſhed our Obſerva- 
tions on one of the Rooms, when we came up to a 


Figure in Armour, before which was ſtanding two 


young Men, and as many Girls, attended, like us, 


by one of the Warders of the Tower. My Friend 


5 Vas leading us by it in ſeeming Haſte, ſaying as he 


paſs d behind thoſe who ſurrounded the Figure, 


T hat is our Harry the Eighth, famous for ſhaking ox 
the Power. of the Pope, and laying the firſt Founda- 


tion of the Reformation; then taking the young 
Lady by the Hand, appear'd intent upon hurrying 


her away, when ſtopping ſuddenly ſhe obſerved that 
the Men were perſwading the young Women to ſtick 


a Pin into a Pin-cuſhion belonging to the Man 


in Armour, adding that ſhe muſt ſee what they. 


were about. . As this was ſpoke pretty loud we all 
ſtopp'd, and turning our Heads, were in an 


Inſtant ſhock'd with a Sight * that we could never 


have expected; a Piece of Indecency that ſeemed 


even an Affront to Majeſty, and at the ſame Time 


ſuch an Inſult on Modeſty, as muſt ſhock every 


Mind that had the leaſt Senſe of Virtue ;. an In- 


decency, that, I am ſure, ought not to be coun- 
| tenanced in a Chriſtian Country, or in any Country 
that has, or would be thought to have the leaſt Re- 


gard to Virtue, or the Morals of a People. 

The young Fellows had a triumphant Grin, the 
Eyes of one of the Girls in a Moment kindled up 
into an indecent Glare, and laughing aloud ſhe 
ſhewed ſeveral ridicylous Airs, which it was im- 
poſſible to avoid taking Notice of: but our ſudden 


Departure prevented us of rom obſerving. the Actions 


»The Parts of Generation both of Men and Wonen of a moſt 


unnatural and monſtrous Magnitude, are, by my of — im- 


patently e to View. ; | | 
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1g 
and Blhaviour of the other. As to the young 
Lady, ſhe was covered with a crimſon Bluſh, ' and 
the Mother ſeem'd at a Loſs how to behave. In our 
way Home, J was unable to conceal my Aſtoniſn- 
ment, and began warmly to exclaim àgainſt the 
Immorality and Indecency of exhibiting ſuch Spec- 
tacles. The Gentleman let me run on as long as I 
pleaſed without Interruption, and when T had finiſh- 
ed my Remarks, replied, That he thought my Ob- 
ſervations very juſt, but that I could not be ſenſible 
of half the Miſchief this ridiculous Repreſentation 
had occaſioned. © I ſhall take little Notice, faid 
“ he, of the Unhappineſs it has produced in Fa- 
* miles, where there have been many [nſtances, i in 
„ which' a young Girl drawing Compariſons, has 
e had the Folly to imagine that ſhe had ſcarcely 
c a Man for a Huſband; (tho? all Anatomiſts know, 
ce that nothing can be more irrational and abſurd 
than a Suppolition of this Sort) and to ſatisfy her 
« ridiculous Curioſity, has thrown herſelf into the 
4 Poſſeſſion of any Fellow, that ſhe thought likely 
to anſwer her Purpoſe ; by which the poor Man is 
„ ſcandaliz'd abroad, and ſhe in the End render'd ri- 
« diculous to the World, and with great Juſtice hated 
« and contemned by her Huſband. *Tis true every 
« Woman may, in this Manner, be convinced of 
„ her Error, and might afterwards become a 
dutiful and loving Wife. But what Huſband 
can put up with ſuch Indignity ! or how is that 
<« cordial Affection to be re-eſtabliſhed, which, 
e and Which only can render the Marriage State 
agreeable? When the Huſband once perceives 
< that his Wife's Love centers in Luft, he will be 
cc apt to conſider the Ties between them as ſlender 
< and uncertain, and place no more Confidence and 
Affection in her, than he would chuſe to lodge 
„with a pretended Friend, whom he knows will 


“ ſerve him ſo long only as it ſuits his Purpoſe 
* or} Conveniences IS I 
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64 This, as the Happineſs el Families is of infinite 


Moment to Society, T might mention as a ſuffi- 


1 


e cient Reafon for its being removed; but where 


< Diſcord and Contention axiſes from weil aCauſe, Mi- 


£6 ſery will be the Source of Mirth, and not of Pity. 


C However, one Inſtance of another Kind I muſt 
e mention, in which, by Means of this Incentive to 


«Vice, there was a cogP deliberate Intention, and 


«2 Scheme hid to make a Breach in the Affections 


< of a very virtuous and happy Pair; an Attempt 
to break the tendereſt and moſt holy Bond, and 
< in ſpite of Friendſhip, and · the Laws of Hoſpita- 


oo tity, to introduce an Amour of the blackeſt Kind. 


«A very. worthy Country Gentleman, for whom 


have a particular Regard, was intimately ac- 


5 quainted with a Gentleman, who uſually reſided 
| in Town: Many Acts of Friendſhip had paſs d be- 


”+ + 4&4 


< tween them; and in particular, this laſt-mention'd 
<« Perfon generally took the Liberty to call upon my 


Friend every Summer, where he was entertained 


ein the beſt Manner the Country could afford. In 


< one of theſe Viſits, in which he was accompanied 
by his Wife and Daughter, he Preſſed my Friend 
* and his Lady in the ſtrongeſt Ferms to return the 


{ Viſit ; to which they at laſt confented, only- defer- 
« ing it till the next Winter. At the appointed 


Time, my Friend brought his Wife to Town, 


vhere they were received with all poſſible Marks 
« of Civility, both by the Gentleman and his Lady; 5 


<* and ſome Affairs hs permitting the Country Gen- 
* tleman's Stay, he, at their joint Requeſt,” left his 
- "- Peeing behind, to indulge her with the Pleaſure 
«9 the Town, to 

„Strang Eh han having never been her before? 


5 & TIE Fluſpan 


Gentleman doubled his Aſſiduity to pleafe the Wife, 
“and took the Opportunity, w when his own Lady 


* Was gone Abroad, to carry her to the 1 
_ © where 


was no ſooner gone, than che 


which the was an utter | 


[6 4 | 
ce where the rms Figure was ſet in her View, _ 
<« was deſigned as a Prologue to his infamous Pur- 


e poſes : His Friendſhip for her Huſband was im- 


te mediately vaniſh'd, to give Place to the Lover; 
ec and from this Object he drew ſuch Inferences, as 
< were moſt likely to leſſen her Affection for his 
* Friend: From thence he hurried her to a Tavern, 
< where, with all the indecent Impudence of an ac- 
“ compliſh'd Villain, he took that Occaſion to at- 
<« tempt that Honour, which, by the Laws of Hoſ- 
e pitality and Friendſhip, he was doubly bound to 
168 2 >. The Lady, juſtly inſpired with Rage 
e and Indignation, wrote a circumſtantial Account 
& of his Behaviour to her Huſband ; who came im- 
<« mediately to Town, and ſtep'd out of his Coach 
< at the Door of his perfidious Friend, where enter - 
<« ing without Ceremony, he found his Wife in the 
„ parlour, who informing him that the Villain was 
e at home, he was called; mean while the Gentle- 
man, taking down a Horſe-whip that lay upon a 
„ Shelf in the Paſſage, prepared to receive him. 
<« The Villain came running with a Smile to welcome 
< his Return to Town; when, ſeizing the Hand 
<* which was held out as a Token of Civility and Af- 
« feftion, his Country Friend gave him the Diſci- 
<« pline of the Whip till he was heartily tired; and 
then, without any farther Ceremony, took away 
his Wife, and carried her home into the Country. 
I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with the Remarks 
| I made on this Story, which my Friend afſured me 
was true, and that the Perſons concerned are now. 
living. Thar a married Man ſhould attempt to raiſe 
looſe Ideas in a married Lady, by ſuch a Repreſen- 
tation as this, was what I could ſcarcely compre- 
hend; however, he gave me ſufficient Reaſon to be- 
lieve that this is no uncommon Practice, and that 
the vicious bring thoſe they would delude to this 
Figure, as to a Lure, that is to faſcinate their Vir- 
| = tue, 
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tue; and bie enflaming their Blood, to make an an 
eaſier Conqueſt of Religion and Honoue;i9in 
To evince the Truth of this, my Lord, I beg 
Leave to produce another Inſtance, where the Con- 
ſequences were really dreadful. The following 
Story my Friend told me the ſame Eyening, after 


our Return to my Lodgings, of the Truth of which 


he aſſured me, that he had the moſt inconteſtable 
Proof; the Perſon concerned having, in the Bitter- 
neſs of his Sorrow, confeſs'd the whole Affair to 

him. A young Gentleman, born in the Weſt of 
England, had been about two Years in London, 
when a Lady of about his own Age, with whom he 
had been acquainted: from his Infancy, ' came to 
Town: As he was well known to the Family, and 
had the Character of a ſober Vouth, her Friends 
readily intruſted her to his Care, and without Scruple 
ſuffered him to conduct her to all Places of public 
| Diverſion, and to ſhew her all the Curioſities of the 
Town. He took her at laſt to the Tower, and af- 
ter the ſame indecent Object was preſented to her 


View, eaſily perſuaded her to go with him to a 


Bagnio, where they lay the former Part of the Night. 


After che Violence of thoſe Deſires, which had been 


raiſed by the Looks of the Lady at the Sight of the 
indecent Repreſentation, were over, he had Time to 
reflect: The Poſlibility / of her being with Child, 
alarmed both his Conſcience and his Intereſt : The 
Lady's Ruin would in this Caſe have been inevitable; 
at leaſt, after ſuch a Step, it would have been ex- 
tremely difficult, if poſüble, to reconcile her to her 
Parents, who were able to give her a very conſider- 
able Fortune. He repreſented to himſelf the Di- 
ſtreſs of her Father and Mother; the Curſes they 
would load him with; the Tears ſhe would ſhed ; 
the Shame and Reproaches ſhe would meet with, 
and the Difficulties in which he himſelf ſhould be 
involved. . He had received Favours from her Fa- 


ther; 


_ Uſe of all his Influence to reconcile her Father to the 
Match. The young Gentleman gladly embraced 
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ther z höe had great Expectationb from the Famiy; 


Expectations that were now ready to take their 


Flight. In this Situation of Mind he applied to my 


Friend, without naming the Lady, and diſcloſing 


his Thoughts, begg'd his Advice; at the ſame 


Time aſſuring him, that the very Apprehenfion of 


bringing ſuch Diſgrace and Confuſion into a worthy | 


Family, was a Load upon his Conſcience that grew 

quite inſupportable, and that he conſider d himſelf 
as a Villain Who had fought: the Ruin ef his beſt 
Friends. With ſo many Cittumſtances of. Diſtreſs, 


what Anxiety, what a dreadful Suſpence, what de- 


ſerved Reproach muſt he ſuffer! My Friend could 


only calm his Fears, by endeavouring to give him 
Hopes, that no ſuch Conſequence might follow from 


this ſhort criminal Commerce, which his Conſcience, 


it ſeems, had not ſuffered him to repeat; but, how- 


ever, adviſed him to murry her privately, giving 
him the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that he would make 


the Prepoſal, =. the ſame Evening ſent her a Let- 
ter on this Subject; but this accidentally falling into 
the Hands of the Relation with whom ſhe. lodged, 


ſhe was preſently | hurried: back into the Country, 
where the Effects of her Diſgrace becoming too vi- 
ſible to be concealed, her Mother, a Lady of ſtrict 


Virtue and Piety, was ſo ſtruck with tlie Shame and 


: Infamy of her Child, that it ſoon coſt her her Life. 


From theſe Inſtances, my Lord, what Evils may 
we not juſtly ſuppoſe this Effigy has produced ? Is 


it thus, my Lord, that this wiſe and polite Nation 
treats the Memory of its deceaſed Kings ? If it be 
neceſſary to repreſent the Infamy of the Prince Who 
ſhook off the Shackles of Rome, and to hand down 


his Immoralities to Poſterity, may not this be done 


in a more decent Manner? If not, my Lord, the 


Effigy of a dead King may do more real Miſchief 


IJ. - | 
than it was poſſible for him, or the greateſt Tyriht, 
to do when living. What worſe Abominations of 
< the public Stews can be expoſed to View, in the 
ec moſt execrable Scenes of Lewdneſs. Lewdneſs is 
here repreſented without Diſguiſe, and nothing 
& omitted that might enflame the Paſſions; not of 
1 & corrupt Youth, but what is much worſe, of un- 
e guarded Innocence.” While this is tolerated; can 
the Legiſlature juſtly complain of, and ſuppreſs the 
| comparatively unmeaning Pictures, the paultry 
Prints that have been expoſed to View ? While 
& this is tolerated, will it not be conſider'd as coun- 
te tenancing and giving Encouragement to the moſt 
<« obſcene Repreſentations, ſince nothing can give a 
ce greater Affront to common Senſe, or to the com- 
* mon Law of the Country?” It is an Evil, my 
Lord, that may, and doubtleſs will encreaſe by To- 
leration; and the next Century may add a Charles 
to a Harry, till at laſt, the Luſts of your Kings may 
be expoſed in every Corner, till the Tower of London 
ſhall not only reflect Diſhonour on the Britiſh Annals, 
but be generally eſteemed a Place as dangerous to 
K: Virtue, as the moſt public and infamous Stews, But 
| this, my Lord, you may eaſily prevent, ſince the 
ſlighteſt Intimation from your Lordſhip to thoſe in 
Power, will readily obtain a Removal of all that is 
indecent: ff.. GUNS 0. 8 
But this, my Lord, is not the only Object that, 
ſince my Arrival, has filled me with Sutptize : The 
Fleet calls no leſs for Reformation, than the Tower. 
Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing to a Foreigner, than 
| to ſee Marriage, the moſt ſacred Bond of Families, 
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proſtituted to the vileſt Purpoſes, and in ſome In- 
Y ſtances: render'd as infamous, and frequently more 
1 fatal, than even Lewdneſs itſelf. To ſee Clergymen, 
who ought to be inſpired with a warm and generous 
Zeal for the Salvation of Mankind, entirely abandon 

the ſacred Employment 25 their Office, and without 
| 47 COT . the 
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[ 10 1 
the leaſt Regard to the Dignity of their Character, 
ſpending their Lives in Public Houſes, and fitting 
in their Gowns ſurrounded by a revel Rout of drun- 
ken Porters and Carmen, laughing at a bawdy Joak, 
and liſtening to the moſt impertinent Diſcourſes, 
ſuf*d with Oaths and Curſes, and anſwering as 


chearfully to d—n ye Doctor, as to the moſt polite 
Salutations. To ſee Clergymen, whoſe Minds ought 


to be all Goodneſs, Friendſhip and Humanity, ſcat- 
tering abroad the Seeds of Miſery, countenancing 


the Blindneſs, Ignorance and Folly of Youth, at 


the Expence of the Happineſs of their own Lives ; ; 
and entirely regardleſs of the juſt Authority and 
tender Concern of Parents, encouraging Diſobe- 
dience, by making the moſt monſtrous and diſpro- 

portionate — ; marrying Boys to old Women, 


the Sons of wealthy Tradeſmen to their Father's 
| Servants, and drunken Men to common 8 


To ſee thoſe who ought to preach Juſtice to Men, 
and to enforce the moral Precepts of the Goſpel by 
a Life of Rectitude, dealing in Ads of Villainy, 
marrying a Man to a perfect Stranger, and drawing 
. ip of Separation previous to the Performance 
of the Ceremony, that the Man may be at Liberty to 
go abroad, and the Woman to cheat her Creditors : 


To ſee them do this at Noon-Day, and in Defiance 
of all Laws, Divine and Human, is to ſee the Reaſon - 


why Marriage grows contemptible, why Religion is 


deſpiſed, and your Churches deſerted. 


Are theſe Evils, my Lord, paſt Redreſs? Can 
neither your Lordſhip, nor the Legiſlature, by your 


_ Means, prohibit, or render for the Time to come, 


all ſuch Marriages invalid ? Can they be legal, and 
at the ſame Time contrary to Law ? If they are not 
legal, how then can they be valid ? 

By what Means, my ond, theſe Clerginnen = are 
thus induced to give up all the Reſpect and Venera- 


tion due to cheir Office, it cannot. be expected that 


I Thou Id 


1 ſhould determine: It is ſufficient for me to ſay, 
that they are not Priſoners, (for that T have enquired 
into) and conſequently not confined to live in the 
narrow Limits of the Liberties of the Fleet. How-. 
ever, as theſe ſhameful Proceedings are carried on in 
your Dioceſe, may I, without Offence, be permitted 
to obſerve, that it would be an Employment worthy 
of your Lordſhip's Piety and Goodneſs, not only to 
put a wie aber theſe Immoralities, which throw ſuch 
Diſgrace both on the Clergy in general, and on Re- 
ligion itſelf, but to ſearch into the Cauſes from 
| whence they fprang. The Poverty and Hardſhips 
under which the inferior Clergy of England groan, 
are greater and more numerous than are to be met 
with in any other Proteſtant Country, and therefore 
they call aloud for Redreſs. A Country Curate, 
with a large Family, ſeems to me to be a Man con- 
demn'd to paſs his Life in Poverty and Miſery, with 
the diſmal Proſpe& of leaving, when he dies, a 
wretched Off-ſpring to be brought up by the Pariſh. 
But how dreadful, how unjuſt, how cruel is this, 
_ when the Treaſures of the Church are ſufficient ta 
maintain all her Songs. * 
About three Years ago a poor Clergyman in the 
North of England, being flatter'd by a Promiſe of 
Preferment, raiſed all the Money he could ſcrape to- 
gether, by ſelling his Goods, and by borrowing to 
the Value of about five Pounds, which was the ut- 
moft Extent of his Credit; and with ten Guineas in 
his Pocket, a larger Sum than he had ever before had 
in his Poſſeſſion, ſet out for London, bringing with 
him two Daughters, which was the whole of his Fa- 
mily. On, his coming to Town, he waited on his 
pretended Patron almoſt- every Day, who conſtantly 
put. him off with freſh Excuſes, and freſh Promiſes z 
which at laſt, when it was too late, he found were 
only intended to deceive him; fince he, accidentally 
diſcovered that the Living, which he had been for a 
CO. C 2 - Month 
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{a 4 
Month together ſoliciting, had been given away be- 


fore his Arrival in Town, to a Perſpn who had two 


better Livings before. His Diſappointment, his 


Shame, and Vexation of Mind at this ungenerous 


Treatment, together with the diſmal Proſpect that 
lay before him, at finding that his little Stock was 


_ almoſt ſpent, and the Idea of the Diſtreſs to which 
his poor Daughters would ſpeedily be reduced, were 
too heavy to be ſupported ; nor could all his Piety | 


and Virtue, for which he had been juſtly eſteemed, 


prevent his ſinking under the dreadful Idea of the 


total Ruin of himſelf and his Children; He was 
ſeiz d with a Fever, and wanting the neceſſary Aſ- 
ſiſtance that his Illneſs requir'd, he languiſh'd in Mi- 


ſery, and at laſt died, leaving his Daughters poor, 
miſerable, and friendleſs. 


In this wretched Situation, one of them was ta- 


ken Notice of by her Father's Patron, to whom in 
his Sickneſs ſhe had in vain applied for Relief, and 


who now attempted to ſeduce her Virtue : She felt. 


ed while ſhe had Bread to eat ; but being unable to 


get Employment, her Hunger became too ſtrong to, 
be reſiſted ; it overpower'd the Effects of her pious 


Education, and conſtrain'd her'to forget the Admo- 


nitions of a dying Father, and to yield to the infa- 
mous Propoſals that had been offer d her. Her Si- 


tuation was now changed, when by forferting her 
Virtue, ſhe ſupported her Siſter till ſhe was able to. 


get into Service : But, wretched as her Circum- 
ſtances were, they were to be ſtill worſe ; ſhe had 


not been a Twelvemonth in this Situation, before 
ſhe Was diſcarded for a new Miſtreſs, and caſt upon 


the Town. 


I, my Lord, who : am a Stranger, could not hear 
this Story, in the pathetick Manner in which it was 


told me, without Tears, and without entertainin 
the hardeſt Thoughts of the Engliſh Clergy; for 


| when I think of the miſerable Pittance, which, 1 5 
told. 


** 


5 q 131 
told, is frequently given to thoſe who aſſiſt them 
in the Performance of their holy Office, I can ſcarcely 
keep within the bounds of Moddraionn and forbear 
charging them with Avarice and Cruelty, and — 
ing my compaſſionate Reſentment by railing a 
Pluralities. If this is a Crime, I ſincerely beg — 
Lordſhip's Pardon. It ſprings not from a Diſre- 
gard to Merit, but from a Concern to ſee there is 
not Room for Merit to be rewarded: not Room for 
it eyen to be placed in its true and proper Light, 
which can ſurely never be done till Pluralities are 
aboliſhed; and no Room left for transferring the 
moſt facred Truſt, the Inſtruction of Mankind, to 
thoſe who are depreſs d, and'render'd almoſt inca- 
pable of performing it, by the pitiful Smallneſs of 
their Allowance. How neceſſary ſuch a Change muſt 
be to the very Exiſtence of Religion amongſt you, 
J leave to your Lordſhip'; who by diſcountenancing, 
and ſhewing your earneſt Diſlikę of every Thing of 
this Kind, may diffuſe Happineſs amongſt thoſe who 
are moſt miſerable «; ; raiſe humble Merit from low 
Obſcurity, and do the greateſt Service to the Cauſe 


of Truth, of Virtue and Religion. 


Notwithſtanding the Satisfaction 1 receives Hon 
reading your Lordſhip? s - admirable and juſtly 
admired Letter on the Earthquakes, I can't help 
wiſhing, that while you had your Pen in Hand, 
you had touch'd a little more ſenſibly the Vices of | 
the Rich, ſince their Example, next to that of the 
Clergy; has in every Country the moſt diffuſive 
Influence. To reform their Immoralities and 
thoſe of the Clergy, is to root up a Tree of the 
fame deadly Kind, as that which brought Sin into 

the World; while to correct thoſe of the Poor and 
Illiterate, are only to lop its Branches. There are 
many indeed among the Britiſo Nobility and 
Gentry of both Sexes, whom I have the greateſt 
Ren to 8 are equally diſtin * = 
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— Wealth and their Virtues, and as Genfible of 
Pity and the tender Feelings of Humanity as if they 
_ themſelves had taſted of Want, and been inured to 
Miſery ; but there are others to whom Riches and 
Power give. only an Ability to oppreſs, and who 
are guilty of every Evil, only becauſe they are above 
the Laſh of the Law; and whoſe chief Diſtinction 
is their ſuperior Guilt, ſince there is no Crime too 
black, no Vice too horrid for them to commit. 
Give me leave, my Lord, to tell you a Story, the 
Truth of which I am ready to atteſt, and which I 
believe, will be remembered by ſome who. will 
read this Letter. 

A certain 'N obleman. whoſe Lite adds an- Jigs: 
ditional Luſtre to his Titles; but whoſe Name 1 
chuſe to conceal, did me the Honour to give me 
an earneſt Invitation to dee Part of the Summer 
with him at one of his Country Seats; which the 
Improvement I expected to receive from his Lord- 
ſhip's engaging Converſation made me readily 
accept. While we were indulging the Pleaſures of 
this Retreat, an Affair happen'd, to which I was in 

ſome Sort a Witneſs, and which W no ſmall Noiſe, 
eſpecially among the lower Sort of the People. A 
Gentleman, who lived a few Miles diſtant from the 
Nobleman's Seat at which I was a Viſitant, was called 
by the Country People the Squire of the Pariſh, 
he was a Perſon of great Power, he had a large 
Eſtate, and was the Lord of ſeveral Manors. The 
Squire had made ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts to de- 
bauch his dairy Maid, who was at the ſame Time 
ſolicited to Marriage by the Son of a neighbouring 
Farmer. The Squire, Who by the Virtue of the 
Girl had been baffled in all his Attempts, imagined 
that he might by Stratagem accompliſh his Views. 
He got Information of the Day of their Wedding, 
and previouſly invited ſeveral of his Friends ta dine 
vich * TOs and ö * cheſe, as. I was a Stranger, - 
15442 pro- 
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propoſed. my ſpending tlie Day with them, that I 
might have an Opportunity of ſeeing the Diverſions 
of the Country. The Marriage was at haſt ſolem- 
nized, and the Squire inſiſted upon giving the 

young Couple their Wedding Dinner, to which 
all their Neighbours were invited. The Honour 
done to the happy Pair, ſeemed to give them the 
greateſt Pleaſure; they were treated with the higheſt 
— wr and to remove all Suſpicion of any vicious 
Deſign, the Virtues of the Girl were extolled to the 
Skies, and ſhe recommended as a Pattern to all the 
Wives and Daughters who were preſent ; and fre- 
quent Inſinuations were dropp'd, to make the Huſ- 
band believe that the Merit of his Wife ſhould not 
be her only Fortune. The Day was ſpent with all 
| imaginable Gaiety, and an innocent Kind of Mirth 
ſeemed diffuſed among the honeſt Peaſants; and in 
the Afternoon I was highly diverted with the 
awkward Dancing and other Gambols of the People, 
who hardly knew how to expreſs their Admiration 
at the good Humour and Condeſcenſion 'of the 
*Squire their Landlord. I muſt confeſs, my Lord, 
that I, who was entirely unacquainted with the hor- 
rid Scheme he had laid, was in much the ſame Si- 
tuation of Mind, and by the Time we were ready to 
take our Leave, had entertained the higheſt Opinion 
of his Benevolence and Humanity, and had figur'd 
to myſelf the Delight which I imagined he muſt at 
this Time feel, at diſpenſing Happineſs amongſt ſo 
many of his Dependants. But theſe favourable Sen- 
timents were but of ſhort Duration: The Girl was 
put to Bed, and while this Ceremony was perform- 
ing, the Squire and ſome ef his Friends ſeemed. 


= very aſſiduous in making the young Man drunk; 


who, quite overcome with his ſeeming Goodneſs, 
ſcarcely durſt refuſe his Glaſs, for fear of giving Of- 
fence to fo noble, ſo generous a Perſon. At laft 

the Gentleman himſelf retired, and at his going . | 
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defired the Company to take Care of the young Man. 5 
But he had ſcarcely left the Room ten Minutes, 
when I was alarm'd with ſeveral Shrieks, which 


ſeemed to proceed from a diſtant Apartment in the 
fame Building. Indeed, my Lord, I am unable to 
expreſs the Horror with which I was ſeiz' d; a Hor- 
ror that was greatly encreaſed, by the Smiles and 


Whiſpers of ſome of the Company. The Huſband 
was juſt dropt aſleep, and was leaning back in his 


Chair, when one of the Gentlemen, forking his Fin- 
gers over the poor Man's Head, grinn'd, and gave 
me a Look that ſeem'd to demand, that I ſhould at 
leaſt return a Smile of Approbation; but I had not 


Penetration enough to comprehend his Meaning, till 


one of the Company, to quicken my Underſtanding; 
tap'd me on the Shoulder, and whiſper'd the Word 
Cuckold. On this, I immediately aroſe, and telling 


the Company, that ſince it was not in my Power to 
tr the infamous Proceedings that were going 
forward, I did not think myſelf obliged to counte- 


nance them by my Preſence ; and inſtantly leaving 


the Room, was followed' by the Gentleman who 


brought me thither, and one of his Companions, 
when immediately mounting our Hors, we rode 


back to his Lordſhip's. 


Never had I before either hand of or ſeen a * 
of Villainy carried on and aggravated by ſuch a baſe 


and hypocritical Shew of Kindneſs, and laugh'd at 


and countenanc'd by Men of Fortune; the Accom- 


Plices of a Crime, which deſerv'd the Gibbet. 


The next Day, we were informed of all the Par- 
ticulars of this unhappy Story. The Squire had 
ſtaid ſo long, that when the young Man was awa- 
ken'd by his Return, he was entirely ſober; and re- 
collecting himſelf, took Leave of the Company, and 
thank'd the Squire for the Obligations he had laid 
upon him, who ſhaking him by the Hand, wiſh'd 
him a wy ts: — then e a — wo? : 

we - 


| [x 17 . 
der d him to ſhew him to his Bride, having W 
given the Fellow Orders to light him only to the 


Door, and then to leave him in the Dark. The 


young Man, by his Impatience, ſeemed now deſirous 
to atone for his Delay; but juſt as he was opening 
the Door, he heard his Wife ſob, and utter ſome 
Sounds that made him imagine ſhe was crying, and 
at the fame Time ſaw. the Servant running away with 
the Candle; he ran after him, took the Candle from 
him by Force, and then return'd to her Room, 
which he had no ſooner. enter d, than he found the 
poor Girl in Tears, her Face ſcratched and bruiſed, 
and her Arms black with ſtruggling, - her Cap off, 
and both her Perſon and the Bed in the ſtrangeſt 
Diſorder. What a Sight was this for the wretched 
HFuſband to behold on his Wedding Night! He 
grew diſtracted at the View, and went ſtamping 
about the Room with all the Marks of Madneſs. 
At ſeeing him, his Wife rung her Hands, and burſt 
into the moſt moving Exclamations, telling him that 
ſhe was raviſh'd in the Dark; that ſhe wonder'd he 
ſhould come in the Dark, and that this had alarmed 


her Fears; that ſhe ſtrove to make the Monſter 


ſpeak, but that the dumb Villain had not utter'd a 
Syllable; and then begging a thouſand Pardons for 
what ſhe could not help, mixed her Petitions for 
Forgiveneſs, with the moſt cruel Reproaches for his 
Abſence, that occaſion'd the Ruin of them both. 
The Gentlemen who had been liſtening on the Stairs, 

preſently enter'd the Room, when this Scene of Mad- 
neſs and wild Diſtraction, at once check*d their in- 
famous Levity. They defired him to be pacified, 
and perſwaded him to go to Bed; but he abſolutely 
refuſed ever to lie with her. They repreſented, that 
ſhe was not in Fault, and that whoever had injur'd 
her, ſhe was innocent. But all their Arguments had 
no Effect; his Brain was touch'd, and his Diſorder 


Db ſettled 


* 


— — 
— — —— ů — _ 


11 
ſettledd into a ſullen Madneſs. He however took 
her Home, where they lived an uneaſy melancholly 

Life; nor could he (I was told) be ꝓrevhiled 


apon 
to conſummate the Marringe, 2. 1 rl 


in te Country. 
Thus, my Lord, here 1 given gon un Aevbunt 


of a Crime, if not as ſhocking to Nature, yet more 
dreadful in its Conſequences on the unhappy Suffer- 
ers, than even Murder atfelf. A Crime committed 


in a free Country; in which the Property, the dear- 
eft and moſt -invaluable Property of the Suthect, 
was 'moſſt cruelly invaded. A Crime, which none 
but a rich Man could commit with Impunity, and 


where the vaſt Difference of Circumſtances 


the Injurer and Injured, gave a Kind of — N 


Guilt, ſince it made it impoſſible for the Tang to 
contend for Juſtice. | 


But this, my Lord, is not the i Tuftiane 4a 


which Wealth is made to ſoreen Villainy, or in 


which it is become the Source of Oppreſſion ; there 
are numerous Inſtances of another Kind, where it is 
made uſe of to entail Miſery on the Poor, or to de- 


prive them of their juſt and legal Right. Suffer me, 


op Lord, to take Notice of ſome of theſe. 

One of the farſt Objects, which ftrikes the Ad- 
miration of a Foreigner, is Greenwich Hoſpital: 
On my firſt Arrival, I took it for = Royal Palace ; 
but being told that it was no more than an Hoſpital 
for old and decrepid Seamen, was unable to conceal 
my Admiration: What a Charity ! What a Waſte 


of Magnificence! cried I to the Gentleman who 


gave me this Information: How many Men might 
here be maintained for ever, by the Sums expended 


only in uſeleſs Grandeur and Ornament! I then en- 


quired how many Sailors it contained; and 
told the Gentleman, that I could not ſuppoſe them 
to be leſs than three e thoufand. At this ne 

ſmiled, 


Tine many; morę tlun ning. bugged + ; and this & this was 


| Tho? there were Numbers of thoſe who had for many 
Years contributed to its) 799 4 and. conſequently 
had a Right to receive the Benefit, and fer tho? 
per Objects, could nat get Amen i Top want 
of ſufficient Intereſt. But this, is not all: I have 


the Sailors Pay, and the other. great Endowments, 
would be ſufficient to maintain. a much larger Body 
of Men, vere it not far the large Salaries 5 47 pro- 


fizable Places of thoſe, who, without doing any 

Buſineſs, reap the greateſt Advantage ny his no- 

ble Foundation. I have heard too, that the Hof- 
# Chelſea labaurs under the very ſame Oppreſ- 
ns as that at Greemnich; and Jag a, Nobleman's - 


or Footman, has * frequently pre: 


Conchman | 
ferr q to a Perſon grayn old in War: But for the 


Honour of * in Power, I wauld fain perſuade 
myſelf, that ; theſe are Inſinuations founded only in 
| Miſtake or Malice: But, if they are true, it muſt 
univerſally be acknowledged, that Public Treaſure, 
| *pproprigied to the Uſe of. Charity, is no where ſq 
much abuſed as in Exgland. - 
' However, ag your Lordſhip (as a Biſhop) has 
a. Seat. in the Houſe of Peers, whatever is humane, 
_— is generous, may juſtly be expected from 
- Hands. Let: it be your Taſk to introduce 

Laws to free the — from the Oppreſſions of the 
8 to defend the Injur d, and to make Juſtice 
oe the P ride 01 Fower and the ene! 


Now I mention Humanity, my ; Fr ſuffer me 


alſo to mention a Charity which, in a peculiar Man- 
ner, derives its Exiſtence from this Virtue: 


D 2 'The- . 


confirmed by: one. of the Penſioners, 
wich. this additional Circumſtance, EN amongſt 
theſe: there were ſeveral who. had never been at Sea: 


been further infarm d, „ ID 


[20] 
The Foundling Hoſpital is an excellent Inſtitu- 
tion; its Regulations and Laws are admirable: But, 
the Misfortune is, that it ſtands on too narrow a 
Foundation; and for want of a ſufficient Support, 
18 frequently the Cauſe of great Misfortunes to thoſe 
for whoſe Benefit it was intended. - The Difficulties 
which a poor Woman. (and ſurely none but thoſe 
| who are moſt deeply wretched would part with a 
Child); the Difficulties, I ſay, ſuch an unhappy 
Creature muſt meet with, in order to bring an In- 
fant from a far diſtant Part of the Country; the Mo- 
ney ſhe muſt borrow to ſupport her on the Jour- 
ney, added to her Loſs of Time, and the Expence 
attending her waiting in Town for the Day of Ad- 
miſſion, muſt render a Refuſal an irreparable Da- 
mage, and greatly aggravate that Miſery, which be- 
1 rhaps was hardly to be borne, and which may 
ſo. complicated a Kind, as to over-ballance 
boch the Love of Life and maternal Affection. It i is 
to be ſuppoſed, my Lord, that however great her 
Diſtreſſes may have been, ſhe had not been uſed to 
beg; if ſhe had, ſhe would not part with her Child, 
for Children are in all Countries the Materials 
by which theſe Vagabonds gain their Support; yet 
this ſhe muſt be reduced to; by which Means an 
induſtrious Woman, and perhaps an induſtrious 
Race, may be for ever cut off from Society, and 
render'd a Burden to the Public. This, my Lord, 
is a natural Conſequence of this Charity, as it now 
ſtands, and muſt therefore frequently be the Caſe ; 
nor can it N be any other Way prevented, 
than by m this Charity a National C oncern, 
like that of the Hotel Dieu at Paris, and giving it 
ſuch Support from the Government, as ſhall enable 
the — 7 to receive all the Children that ſhall 
be offer d. | 
an Tbe 
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Th common. Ei? of us Foreigners; that 
England is a Place where there are the del — 
_ the worſt executed,” 1 is in no Inſtance ſo evident 
in the Managen t «of the Poor. The Laws, 
wie Reſpe t'to them, are founded on Humanity; 
they are fo numerous, and have ſo well provided for 
their Seppelt, that while our whole Attention is fix- 
ed on theſe, it is. difficult to conceive it. poſſible 


that an y Odject ſhould ever be reduced to 


much leſs cler they ſhoule erer be ſulſy pte Prin 


in the Streets of this wealthy Metropolis. Poor 


Wretches at a Diſtance from Home, let their Virtue, 
their Induſtry, their Sobriety and their Prudence be 
ever ſo great, are liable to the common Accidents of 
Life; yet if ſuddenly taken ill, to whom ſhall theſe 
apply for Relief? the Church Warden and Over- 
ſeers of 4 the Poor, will be deaf to their Complaints; 
they will be told, that they have Poor enough of 
their own, and wherever they apply, they will meet 


with the ſame Anſwer; ſo that if they are too ſick to 


travel, and are in Want of thoſe F ras that can in- 
troduce them i into an Hoſpital, they have nothing to 


do but to lie down and die. Dreadful and incredi- 


ble as this ſeems, numerous Inſtances of this Rind 
have happened ſince my Arrival in this City. In- 
ſtances, my Lord, which cannot but reflect Diſ- 
honour on the Nation, and which would make any 
Foreigner, unacquainted with your Laws, conelude 
England to be a Country inhabited only by Barba- 
rians. J am as ſenſible as any Engliſhman can be of 


the Injuſtice of this Charge: But it is difficult, ne- 


vertheleſs, to vindicate the Overſeers of the Poor 
from the horrid Crime of Murder. It is they, my 
Lord, and they alone that are guilty : for, accord- 
ing to all the Obſervations which I have been capa- 
ble of making both here and in other Countries, 4 
think I can with J uſtice aſſert, that there is more 
— 


tire Nation in Huroꝑe, of ever ſo wi 


Church⸗ Warden or Overſcer, let his Diſpoſition be 
ever ſo good, muſt find it almoſt impoſſible to with= 
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Money collected in Landau and Helmer dogg, to 


remove the Wants of the 


n Extent. 
But here the Pariſh, Officers, with the leading Men 


of each Pariſh, think they have a Right to ſpand in 


luxurious Treats, the Money collected ſoleſy for the 
Uſe of the miſerable Indigent :. How then can 


have it to ſpare to ſupply the Wants of dae who 
are caſually, or even juſtly. and a led bx 
Diſtreſs to endeavour to awaken the r. Compaſlidn. 


I is a Crime, my Lord, which 1 4 my Opinion is 


o great to be aggravated; and yet every new 


ſtand a Corruption, which is eſtabliſh'd by Cuſtom, 

and which will never want thoſe who will make we 
of all their Endeavours to uphold it. It is a Crime, 
my Lord, which has not only the Guilt of robbing. 


| os Public, but of Sacrilege. For if he that Lives ta 


the Poor, lends to the Lord; he that deprives the 


Poor of what is given for their Uſe, CES double 


Guilt of violating the Laws of Humanity, and rob- 
ing even the King of Heaven. Their Entertainments, 
_ Feaſts, are of the moſt diabolical Kind, and 


are infinitely. more inhuman than thoſe of the Canin 
- bals; they kill, before they eat, their Priſaners; bug 


theſe feaſt on the Life, the Blood, and Strength of 
the Living; they get drunk with the Cordiab that 
were given them to adminiſter Health to the Sick , 


and by their riotous Living on the Treaſures of the 


Poor, _ on the Vitals, not of Enemich but of 
their Countrymen, . > 
Suffer me to entreat your Lordſhip, to — — ſuch 
Meaſures, that no Clergyman in Dioceſe ſhall 
countenance theſe Oppreſſions of the Poor: And by 
all the Humanity of your own generous Heart, let 
me beſeech you, to e Method of — 

unds 


the 
_ moſt of the Diforders chat are to be met with in the 
Streets are owing: By their Means, many Robberies 


ä I 23 1 
Bounds 0 tire Expendes of Pariſh Officers ; and tos 
introduce a Law (if there is no ſuch Law in being) 


to make their Tranſgreffions "Felony. This, my 


Lord, would not only preſerve the Lives of many 
miferable Parſons, and render thoſe of the Pariſh 
Poor more comfortable; but would ſave a Sum per- 
haps fufficient ro Tedrefs another Abuſe, an” ve 
claims the Conſideration of the Public.” | 

It muſt be confelt'd, that the Grewth-:and Pro- 
grels of many Vices, againſt which che Laws have 
iufficieritly is in n gre t Meaſure owing 40 
Neglect of Conſtables and Watchmen. To this, 


might be prevented; Houſes might be preſerved 
from Phinder, and the Youth from Corruption. By 


their Mews, thoſe Schools of Vice, the infamous 


Brothels chat infeſt this Metropolis, might be broke 


up, and the lewd Women who inhabit chem, oblig d 


to leave off their trading in Sin, for an induſtrious, 


'n'caticabls de ge Mall i 


fect this great Change, thoſe who are to keep Watch 
in the Night, ſhould be able bodied: Men, of Strength 


| ſufficient to ſeize a Robber or a Bully; and to pre- 
vent their being brought over by Fees and Preſents 


to countenance Vice, ſhould not only have their 


Stations continually chang'd, but their . Attendance 
limitted 'to fewer 1— and then to be relieved 


like your Soldiers upon Duty. It is true, this would 


be attended with conſiderable Expence, but your 
Lives and Fortunes would be more ſeoure; and be- 
ſides this, what was ſaved to the Public by the Mo- 
deration of Pariſh Officers, would probably be nearly 
ſufficlent to defray it, "IT any great additional 


Burthen on the People. 


Suffer me, my Lord: 5 return from theſs? parti- 


cular * to the e Suzie from which I have been 


Tram- 
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rambling - the Incentives and Provocatives to Vice: 20 


And — I beg Leave to mention an Inſtance, in 
which the Legiſlature ſeems, for want of due 5 


tion, to have ſmooth'd the Way to one of the moſt 
fatal and deſtructive Crimes which it is in the Power 


of Man to commit. The Neceſſity of giving a Te- 


ſtimony upon Oath, in extraordinary Caſes, is ſuf- 
ficiently proved by its being the Practice of almoſt all 
the civiliz d Nations upon Earth. But theſe, by 
being multiplied, and-adminiſter'd on the moſt tri- 
vial Occaſions, are grown too familiar, and conſe- 
quently are in a great Meaſure ſtripp'd of that reli- 
gious Awe and Solemnity, with which they ought 
always to be received; for when facred Things are 

applied to common Uſe, they loſe their Value, and 
become common. Thus when a ſolemn Appeal to 


the dread Sovereign of Heaven and Earth, is re- 


quired on the ſlighteſt Occaſions, even this muſt be- 


come familiar, till loſing all that Veneration, which 


is the ſtrongeſt Guard of Veracity, it has little or no 
Influence on the Mind, and becomes too weak to 
bind where Intereſt or Revenge have the Predomi- 
nancy; the ſtrongeſt Bond of Society is render'd 
precarious, and the moſt awful and ſecure Teſt of 
Truth, weaken' d and made inſufficient to anſwer 


any of the Purpoſes for which it was intended. Thus, 
my Lord, is this proſtituting of Oaths, (if I may be 
ſo bold as to uſe the Expreſſion) the Parent of Per- 


jury; a Crime that renders the Life, the Liberty, 

the Honour, the Reputation of every Subject pre- 
carious; a Crime that diſſolves the Bonds of Society, 

and ſaps the Foundation of all Government. 
The Engliſh, my Lord, have been juſtly cenſur d 
by all Foreigners for the Barbarity of their public 
Diverſions, and for their taking Pleaſure in what we 
imagine can raiſe in a good natur'd Man no other 
Seen than that of Pity. Your Lordſhip has 
: mention'd » 


FHak3: 
mention'd the eruel Diverſion of ' Cock-Fighting 
with a Mark of Diſapprobation; a Diverſion, tho' 
in itſelf extremely barbarous, yet it can ſerve for the 
Entertainment of the Great. Throwing at Cocks is 
another Inſtance! of Cruelty which your Lordſhip 
might alſo have cenſur'd, that carries in it ſtill 
greater Marks of Degeneracy. To put a poor Crea- 
ture to Torture, merely for our Amuſement, is no 
Proof of our Humanity: for whoever has felt the 
Pain of a broken Bone, muſt be loſt to all Senſe of 
mental Feeling, if he can triumph in breaking the 
Legs of a Cock: Is it for this, that Man is the 
Lord of the Animal Creation? Is he at. Liberty to 
* ſport with Pain, and to rejoice when the little Crea- 
ture, too weak to reſiſt his Power, flutters in Ago- 
ny? If he is the Lord of the brutal Creation, muſt- 
he be their Tyrant too? Is it not ſufficient that we 
are the moſt carniverous of all Animals, and that we 
are freely allow'd to make Uſe of them for our Sup- 
port, that we thus derive Delight from their Mi- 
_ ery, and Pleaſure from their Pain? A Circumſtance, 
my Lord, that argues great Barbarity, and which 
has a natural Tendency to harden the Heart. If 
ve could for a Moment imagine, that the Supreme 
Being, between whom and us there is an infinitely 
greater Diſtance, than between us and the loweſt of 
his Creatures, would treat us as the Eugliſb treat 
thoſe Animals that he has entruſted to their Care. 
and given for their Uſe, what muſt we think would 
be the Fate of Mankind? Bull and Bear- baiting are 
only another, tho' a milder, Species of the ſame In- 
humanity, and have the ſame Tendency to corrupt 
the Mind, and to render it ſavage, obdurate and 
cruel. The hunting the Bear in Ruſſia, and the 
wild Boar and Wolf in France, is indeed allowable 
on the Principles of Self-Defence, and tends to in- 
ſpire, ray l 4. and ieee eee 8 


* 


che 


But to worry the Bull . che Bear to 


o gratify 
idle Spectators, who fit at their Eafe to ſee their 


Fleſh and that of the Dogs torn and mangled, can 
have no other Influence but to render the Mind ſtub- 
born, brutiſn and inſenſible; and both this Diver- 
fion, and that of throwing at Cocks, are only pro- 


per to breed up Bullies ; but ought never to be ſeen 
by thoſe who would retain their Humanity, or bear 


a Part in the ſocial Offices of Life. Neither Reaſon 
nor Scripture give the leaſt Authority, the leaſt Ti- 


tle to this irrational Fondneſs for abufing and tor- 


menting the Animal Creation; on the contrary, the 
Preſervation of theſe is repreſented as one Motive for 
the ſaving of Nineveb, and God himſelf as faying, 
And ſhould I not ſpare Nineveh, that great City, 
wherein are more than fix ſcore thouſand Perſons that 
cannot diſcern between their Right Hand and their Left, 


AND ALSO Mucy CATTLE? And in another 


My 


Place it is-given as the Character of a merciful Man, 


that he has Mercy on his Beaſt. 


You will pardon my ex, AR theſe Texts of . 


Scripture to your Lordſhip, tho? you needed not my 


Pen to reeal them to your Mind: It is ſufficient to 


my Purpoſe if they add any Weight to this Subject, 
and ſerve to convince any other who ſhall read this 
Letter. But after all, if it appears to your Lord- 


ip, that theſe Diverſons have an unhappy Effect 
on the Minds of the People; (and that they have, 


is not only the Opinion of all Foreigners, but of the 
juſtly celebrated Mr. Locke, and ſome other of the 
_ greateſt  Geniuſes of your own Country) may 1 


De nd 10 ena e en Lordſhip, © 


do give private Orders to ſuch Clegy: as you ſhall ſee 
| fit, to preach. a Sermon on-this: Subject, on the Sun- 
gay. before every Shrove-Tueſtay. * For Humanity to 
the Brute Creation, can Aurely never be conſider d 


Aa 5 beneath the wh of the Pülpit, while ; 
a a Regard : 


f. 
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| foci 1 — Spirit 2 Pome Ju 1 | 
* Emotion cruel;; 3. they 1 i Api of 


| 15 8 4 SW to % ep 


for them is ſented in Scrkpture, 25 
fotive for with-hold wg the Vengeance of their, 
as well as our Creator. 55 
But while I am Bades the Barberity of your : 
public Diverfions, I cannot; 1 avight nor to omit 


chat of Prize-Fighting : | A Practice, my Lord, :fo 


ſhocking to all other Cie ners beſides myſelf, that 
we are Put to the utmoſt Difficulty to reconcile it to 


the well-known Character of the Engliſh, who, in 


my 7 ag deſerve' to be untverſ ay eſter med for 
their Humanity; and yet, oh this very Account, 
have deen re proached. by 1 Teveral Writers, with ha- 
Ying a eu greater Share of e and Ferocity, 
of. Humanity and Tenderneſs in their Diſ- 
ofitions.” “ Tb Max ſhould ſit With cool un- 
ed Minds, to bebold two Wretches uſing their 
) 1 7 0 0 to give each other Pain; that the 
zuld bear to. ice, 2 the numan Form digg Ms 
&d, "ah fog, 975 laugh at à Stream of! 804, 
7 ee Tha part the ge ball from its 
% 95 ould-rejoice e Agony of 
Hl who tias Bas 1 1 rapes. 7 and 7 thn 5 
riumphkant and loud Applauſe Whew is Angu nin 18 
. leight, is to me a Proof of Inſenſibility, that 
Sea et incompatidle with Human Nature. 


he's 


Sights like theſe, my Lord, have a natural Ten. 
1 dency to dfive.” al” Comutieration from the Fra 


ir e the very enſe of Pity, 


Th 
Es this) en. my be 
> up, the. CH of the Na- 


tion ? Has it any Connettion with Bravery, 


. chat noble — which * with diſtin- 
E 2 c auiſh'd 
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gang Luftre i in none but the moſt generous, moſt 


humane and compaſſionate Minds? Is it not rather a 


School where the Hero may learr rn to add mercileſs 
Cruelty, to, his Courage, and the common Soldier 
(when neither Conſcience nor Fear of Puniſhment 
oppoſe) be. hardened into the cool, inſenſible Mur- 


derer? If this is indeed but ſeldom the Caſe, it muſt | 


be more owing to the happy Temperature of thy 
Climate of England, than, to the Da of: theſe hor- 
rid Diverſions... It i is true, my Lord, the Sb 
theſe bloody Scenes only in ene Place i in a Nation, 
can comparatiyely have but a very limitted Influence; 
but I am perſuaded that were theſe, added to Jour 


other barbarous Recreations, . to be permitted in 
every be eh ot true Spirit of the. en — 


Mildneſs whi hes Bravery from a bru 


Fierceneſs, would in in Lien be loſt, a univerſ rlal ve | 


pravity of Manners would be the Conſegi Vence,. and 
the Nation fi ink into the worſt Kind of Barbariſm. 


The Places for Boxing Matches and Prize icht 8 


ing may; I think, with great Propriety be call d the 
Schoot of that falſe Heroiſm and He Honour which 
overturns all the ſocial Virtues, and frequently makes 
a Man hazard his own Life for an un guarded Ex- 
preſſion,” 4 Pußctilio, or a Miſtake, att atten King 
that of a Friend, who perhaps would almoſt « 

ſerve him. "Dueling, m Tod.” in. the View o 
unprejudic d Reaſon, is an Outragech 79 on on | 
the Laws, of Society, and. a 

to be adapted' only to the c 1 


to common Senſe, to every Dictate of Humanity 


and Religion; and therefore Sue to he puniſſd 


PT: * 
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with the extremeſt Rigou r in every C 
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J e e 
rrupt Manners the . 
wildeſt arid moſt untam'd* Batharians, who have no 
Laws to puniſh, and few Principles | to guide th them; 


it is only conſiſtent with a vindictive % and a 
'Thirft of Blood; and is an utter Enemy to Juſtice, 
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ſing Chriſtianity ; in-:every. Country wliere Juſtice, 
Humanity, and a placable Diſpoſition,” are generally 
allowed to be. ſocial Virtues: - Tet this, my Lord, 


is a Vice that even in this Age of Reaſon and Re- 
flection, and in a Nation the moſt buſied in rational 
Enquiries, ſeems to be: gaining Ground. That a 


Man for a trivial Affront. which his:caprious; bluſ- 
-tering Pride, (under the Diſtuiſe of Honour has 
magnified into ſome 
give a Challenge to try Which: ſhall have the Addreſs 
to ſend the other, o the Bar of God, is, at firſt View, 
ſhocking beyond Deſcription; and yet this other, 
by the e Rule of Honour, muſt obe the Sum- 
mons, and rather than forfeit this Phantom ef the 
Imagination, muſt run the Hazard of yuſhing into 
an awful Eternity; an Event for”: which — are 
both, perhaps, equally unprepar rd: but this he 


1 muſt do, or be ſtigmatis d for a Coward: He muſt 


forfeit his Humanity, Bis! Religion, attempt ithe Life 
of another, offend His Maker, and then run the 
Riſque of. ruſhing into his Preſence; gor elfe be 


effeem's Leeni 14s: this Honour? Is this: true 


and real Valour? Was, there an Opportunity way oF 
playing their Courage in the Field of Battle, the 


Service of their Country would be n Me. 


thod for deciding the Conteſt for Glory; 


might ſet--out together, and he who firſt: Gai d 2 


Pair of Colours from the Enemy, would With the 


greateſt Juſtice be eſteemed the Conqueror; and if 


bey might die in the: Cauſe of 
Liberty, without the Guilt of bam the 


either or both died, they m 


moſt hateful of all the Paſſions. 
In France, when the common Method Aniag 
the Perſon, who had in this Manner violated the 


Laws by taking away the Life of another, the Evil 
was ü e AG Hanging: REY Well we 
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hing worthy'of Revenge, ſhould 
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guiſh'd. Luſtre i in none but the moſt generous, moſt 
humane and. compaſſionate inds? Is it not rather a 
School where the Hero f may learn to add mercileſs 
Cruelty to his Courage, and the common Soldier 
(when neither Conſcience nor Fear of Puniſhment 
oppoſe) be hardened intg the cool, inſenſible Mur- 
derer? If this is indeed but ſeldom) the Cafe, it muſt 
be more owing to the happy Temperati re of 
Climate of England, than, to 75 ure o theſe hor- 
rid Diverſions. It i is ec Lord, ehe exhibiting 
theſe bloody. Scenes only in, 5 Place in a Nation, 
can comparatiyely have but a very limitted Influence; 
but I am perſuaded that were theſe, added to Jour 
other barbarous Recreations, . to be permitted in 
_ every County, the true Spirit of the Nation, that 
Maldack wh hich diſti hes Bravery from. a. brutal 
Fier e We EY in in ane be loſt, a univerſal De- 
pravity of Manners would be the Conſec Juence, | 
the Nation ſink into the worſt Kind of abba 
un Places for Boxing Matches and Prize- Fate 
ing may, I think, with great Pr yr? be Cal the 
School of that falſe Heroiſm and falſe Honour which 
overturns all the ſocial Virtues, and frequently makes 
a Man hazard his own Life for an un guarded Ex- 
preſſion, a Punctilio, or a Miſtake, ee 
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that of a Friend, who perhaps would almoſt die to 
ſerve him. Duelling. my Lal, in the View of 
unpreju judic'd Reaſon, is an outrageous Affront on 
the Laws of Society, and a Cuſtom; To 8 a 
to be adapted' only to the corrupt Mann the 
wildeſt and moſt untam' d Barbarians, who have no 
Laws to puniſh, and few Principles! to guid e them ; 3 
it is only conſiſtent with a vindictive Spirit. and. a 
Thirſt of Blood; and is an utter Enemy to Juſtice, 
to common Senſe, to every. Pictate of Humanity 
and Religion; and therefore e to be puniſh'd 
"with the extremeſt Rigoüt in every C 0 PT: N 
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ſing Chriſtianity in every Country where Juſtice, 
Humanity, and a placable Diſpoſition, are generally 
allowed to be cis Virtues: + Tet this, my Lord, 

is a Vice that even in this s Age of Reaſon and Re- 
-AleQtion,: and in a Nation the moſt buſied in rational 
Enquiries, ſeems to ber gaining Ground. That a 


Man for a trivial Affront. which his: captious: bluſ- 
-tering Pride, (under the Diſguiſe of Honour has 


; magnified into ſome hing worthy'of Revenge, ſhould 
give a Challenge to try :whichſhall-haveithe' Addreſs 
to ſend the other 30 the Bar of God, is, at firſt View, 


ſhocking beyond Deſcription and yer: this other, 
by the ſame Rule of Honour, muſt obey: the Sum- 
mons, and rather than, fotfeir: this. Phantom of the 
Imagination, muſt run the Hazard of xuſhing into 
an awful Eternity : an Event for wllich ithey are 

both, perhaps, equally unprepar'd; but this is 
muſt do, or be: ſtigmatiz d for a Coward: He muſt 


forfeit his Humanity, bis Religion, attempriths Life 


of andther, offend his Maker, and then run the 
Riſque of. ruſhingi into his Preſence; gor elſe be 


efteem's A Coward: Js: this Honour? Is this true 


and real Valour? Was. there an Opportunity 3 
playing their Courage zin the Field of Battle, the 


Service of their Country would be a ne Me- 
thod for deciding tlie Conteſt for Glory; 
might ſet out together, and he who firſt Sid 2 
Pair of Colours from the Enemy, would with the 
greateſt Juſtice be eſteemed the Conqueror; and if 
either or both died, they might die in chè Cauſe of 
Liberty, without the Guilt of babe the. 


moſt hateful of all the Paſſions. 
In France, when the common Method kinging 
the Perſon, who had in this Manner violated the 


Laws by taking away the Life of acer; the Evil 
os . OF. their. hanging che L au ere as. 


and Behaviour of 
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—Tritfli ie it may n 65 molt. 
People, I cannot help here taking Notice of fore 
Things which have a cloſe Connection with the Sub- 
ject with which I began this Letter. Some Time 
ago I was at one of the Theatres, when between the 
Acts of a Play, I was greatly ſhock*d-at the Manner 
2 Boy and Gitl whoOwdaneed a Danee 
-which they called the Black Joak, where the Geſtures 
were ſo indecent, that they could only be ſuffer d from 
_ a Conſideration of the Youth of the Actors, who might 
very well be ſuppoſed to be entirely ignorant of the 

ing they were taught to convey to the Specta- 
Tors. This, my Lord, is a very artful Way of in- 
ſinuating Vice, and muſt not only ſerve to corrupt 
their young Minds, but have an — Effect 
the Youths who were preſent.” You know, my Lord, 
that it was the Opinion of many of the Ancients, 
that Muſic was capable of corrup ting, as well as ef 
improving the Mind; an . this Reaſon, wanton 
Airs were ſtrictly prohibited; what then would 
have thought, if to theſe had been added ſuch C 
eures, as Were to ſerve ab a Prelude to every Thing 
chat was moſt indecent, and to pre bs a lively 
Manner the wanton Wiſhes. of a Sailor, and. the Be- 
haviour of a Strumpet? If a Nation would have the 
Manners of a People pure and untainted, the utmoſt 
Care, ſhould: be taken that cheir Diverſions be inno- 
cent, and unſullied by Vice.: The Stage ſhould ne- 
ver be allawid to recommend what was condemn'd 
in the Pulpit. Virtue ſhould: appear every where 
in her own native Beauties; her very Appearance 
— then command our Regard; Vice ſhould be 
_ Rripp'# ob ber Paint and falſe Jewels; her Aſpect 
alone would then make us --abhor the Monſter, 
The” the theatrical Writers of England have gain d 
ſame Reputation abroad, yet they have never been 


ad ae for their * There are ſome Plays - 


VEL. 


iel | | Sh indeed, 


In) - 
| erable Number, Alke | 


| Indeed, mid-perhaps aconſider 
e; chere are many that contain 


. 2 unener 


e moſt noble and ſublime Sentiments; but there : 


are others not fit to be exhibited in a Chriſtian Coun- 
try; yet theſe are acted, and acted with Applauſe: 
and Wit are 6 nicely' ming led, chat the 
Poiĩſon infinuates itſelf by Degr egrees, —＋ val 
moſt without being p d, till dhe Mind is ren- 
der ' d corrupt, and the natural Senſe of Virtue almoſt 


_ extinguiſh'd. In this Art the Writers" of "England 1 
a have cxcell'd all the reft of Europe. 4:4 


Another Inſtanee in which the Minds of Youth 
may be frequently corrupted, ard which doubtlefs 
is ſometimes attended with very ill Conſequences, is 
the ſtrange and ridiculous Cuſtom of throwing the 
are ce nn which fam dN gehe rough 
ence W am told is . | 
-out the Country of England. The Occaſion of their 
Meeting, and the ludicrous Appearance of the young 
Couple undreſbd in Bed, and ſitting up to be 
thrown at, has a natural Tendency to raiſe ſuch De- 
res in the young People who are making merry at 
their Expence, as are not always favourable to Vir- 
me. Numberleſs Inſtances I believe might be col- 
lected, wherein it has been followed by very unhap- 
py Conſequences and fome I have heard, where 
the Day of the Marriage of à Friend, has from this 
. Cauſe alone given Riſe to boch the Diſgrace and 
Ruin of a whole Family. What dreadful Effects 
ſometimes proceed from the moſt ridiculous Events 
- ' Baptiſm, my Lord, ſo far from being attended 
with the ancient Solemnity, which ought te arcom- 
pany it, ſeems very often rarn'd into a Fatee by the 
Proceedings which immediately follow it; where 
the quick Tranſition from Prayer, and the holy Ex- 
ereiſes of Religion, to obſcene Songs and drunken 
— ſeem a Burleſque on Thing ſacred; 
ET and 


1 mJ 
and have rather the Appearance of the lewd Rites 
and Ceremonies of Circe, than of that grateful Joy 
' that ſhould attend an Offering to he Gio of Purity. 

The Midwife, who from her Employment ought to 
be a Horſe 1 the —_— Prudence) ahd- Niſers: 


ber Cure, is me big d to pear as he 
' Prieſteſs of the Goddeſs, and EET wanton = 
Mirth with obſcene Toaſts, and the Libations of the 
reſt of the Company are performed in the ſame Man- 
ner; theſe are preſently follow'd by lewd-Songs and 
laſcivious Jefts. Is not this, my Lord, to turn one 
of the moſt ſacred Ordinances of Religion into an 
Introduction to a ſhameleſs Debauch ? What ſhall 
the Youth of both Sexes do to preſerve their Minds 
from the Enchantment. of this ſhameleſs Gaiety ? 
Can they hear Obſcenity and wanton Mirth indulg d 
by their — and all whom they are us'd to con- 
ider as the Patterns of their Conduct, without being 
tainted, without being infected by che Contagion? 
If they are young, a Bluſh 3 only ſhew their 
Senſibility of what, in Spite of their Senſes, they 
muſt not be ſuppoſed to underſtand. If they are at 
the Age of Diſcretion, it is not for them to ſhew a 
Diſlike of what is countenanced by their Parents. 


Thus, my Lord, is Youth corrupted, and the Time ” 


devoted to the Performance of one of the moſt ſo- 
lemn Acts of Religion, uſhers in the Corruption. 
Ir is Time to conclude this long Letter; but 
firſt let me beg your Lordſhip's dne for anyx 
Inaccuracies which may have eſcap'd me, from the 
Conſideration, that I do not write in my Mother- 
Tongue; tho theſe Faults, I hope, are not many, 
ſince a Gentleman whom all the World muſt allow 
to be an excellent Judge, has done me the Honour 
to a it ys: Corrections: But I ſhould be more 
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particularly ſorry, * any Thing that lag fow'd kom 
my Pen, is capable of giving your Lordſhip the 
leaſt Offence. With Truth (which I am perſuaded 
is ever dear to you) you will not, you cannot be 
offended, tho* you may with my Manner of convey- 


Ing it : This alone is all that I am follicitous about. 


And let me entreat your Lordſhip, not to conſtrue 
any Thing J have ſaid into a Diſlike of the Clergy of 
England, for whom I have the higheſt Eſteem, and 
with many of whom I have the Honour to enjoy a 
particular Intimacy. I revere their Character, and 
have had convincing Proofs of the Virtue, the Piety, 
the Humanity of many of theſe Gentlemen, who 
are both an Ornament to their Country, and to the 
Proteſtant Religion. As to myſelf, I am a Prote- 
teſtant anda Lutheran, and have, in the ſeven Years 
LI have reſided in this Kingdom, contracted almoſt as 
great a Fondneſs for England as for my native Coun- 
try: But as my Stay will not be long, I ſhall carry 
with me to the Place of my Bitth, a very warm 


_ Gratitude for the Civilities and Obligations I have 


received from People of all Ranks, and ſuch an 
Eſteem for your Lordſhip, as will make me joy- 


fully embrace every Op yy of ſhewing the 
World how much I am, wi 
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Moſt humble, and 


moſt devoted Servant, | 


